
The Untold Tale of Fur Trade Families in
Quebec: Jean Baptiste Reaume and
Symphorose Ouaouagoukoue
Step back in time to 18th-century Quebec, a bustling hub of fur trade, adventure,
and cultural exchange. Amidst the rugged frontiers of Canada, there thrived a
community of fur trade families, whose destinies intertwined in a world of fur
pelts, canoe trips, and cross-cultural marriages. In this captivating journey, we
delve into the stories of two remarkable individuals, Jean Baptiste Reaume and
Symphorose Ouaouagoukoue, who played pivotal roles in shaping the fur trade
history of Quebec.

From Europe to Quebec: Jean Baptiste Reaume's Expedition

Born in France in 1763, Jean Baptiste Reaume, an adventurous young man,
embarked on a voyage across the Atlantic to explore the New World. With
dreams of fortune and adventure, he arrived in Quebec City, the hub of the fur
trade industry in North America. Soon after his arrival, Reaume found himself
working for the famed North West Company, a conglomerate of fur traders.

As Reaume's reputation grew, so did his involvement in the fur trade business.
He became an expert in trapping, trading, and navigating the treacherous
territories of Canada. His interactions with indigenous communities, such as the
Algonquin and Cree, fostered deep mutual respect and cultural exchange. It was
during one of these encounters that Reaume met the love of his life, Symphorose
Ouaouagoukoue.
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Love Across Cultures: Symphorose Ouaouagoukoue's Journey

Symphorose Ouaouagoukoue was born into the Ojibwe tribe in 1775, near
present-day Quebec. Her father, a prominent Ojibwe leader, recognized the
importance of maintaining alliances with the fur traders for the benefit of their
people. Consequently, Symphorose found herself immersed in a world where
indigenous communities and fur traders interacted.

When Jean Baptiste Reaume crossed paths with Symphorose, their connection
was instant. Despite their different cultural backgrounds, their love blossomed,
transcending cultural barriers. Together, they embarked on a unique journey,
leading their families to create a harmonious union between indigenous traditions
and the fur trade way of life.

A Legacy of Resilience: The Reaume-Ouaouagoukoue Clan

The Reaume-Ouaouagoukoue clan's enduring legacy lies in their ability to
navigate the tumultuous fur trade landscape while embracing their diverse
heritage. Their descendants proudly carry the stories of their ancestors'
adventures and the bonds forged between different cultures.
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Through tumultuous times and changing landscapes, the Reaume-
Ouaouagoukoue family remained resilient. They were witnesses to the birth of
Canada as a nation, the decline of the fur trade era, and the onset of modernity.
Their stories are embedded in the very fabric of Quebec's history, reminding us of
the indelible mark left by fur trade families.

The Fur Trade's Cultural Tapestry

Quebec's fur trade families, like Jean Baptiste Reaume and Symphorose
Ouaouagoukoue, symbolize the cultural tapestry woven by indigenous peoples
and European settlers. Their stories illuminate the complex relationships, shared
experiences, and mutual respect that emerged from the fur trade era.

Although the fur trade was ultimately a business venture driven by profit, it also
paved the way for cross-cultural marriages, alliances, and cultural diffusion. It left
an indelible mark on Quebec's history, transforming the region into a unique blend
of indigenous and European traditions that continue to thrive today.

The Importance of Remembering

Remembering the stories and legacies of fur trade families like Jean Baptiste
Reaume and Symphorose Ouaouagoukoue is essential. Their journeys represent
a remarkable chapter in Canada's history and remind us of the resilience and
cultural fusion that emerged from the fur trade era. They demonstrate how
societies can evolve and flourish through the celebration of diversity and the
exchange of ideas.

So, the next time you explore Quebec's rich history, take a moment to honor the
untold stories of remarkable families like Reaume and Ouaouagoukoue. Their
legacies are a testament to the human spirit's ability to transcend borders and
forge new paths, even amidst the harshest of frontiers.



Experience the captivating accounts of the fur trade era. Discover the men and
women whose lives intertwined in Quebec, leaving an indelible mark on the
region's history. Celebrate the cultural fusion and long-lasting relationships born
from the fur trade era. Jean Baptiste Reaume and Symphorose
Ouaouagoukoue's legacy lives on in the stories of Quebec's fur trade families.
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The ninth in the series of Fur Trade Families of Quebec is Pierre Jean-Baptiste
Reaume, a voyageur and interpreter, and Symphorose Ouaouagoukoue dit
Thomas were married in the manner of the county about 1710. They had five
children: Marie Madeleine, Judith (no issue), Marie Josephe, Suzanne and Jean
Baptiste Reaume. Eight generations of descendants are included in this book.
The majority of the descendants stayed in the Michigan area. Their Red River
Settlement descendants begin in generation five and are the result of the c1796
country marriage near Prairie-du-Chein (Wisconin) of their great-great
granddaughter Madeline Gauthier dit Verville and Henry Munro Fisher, a North
West Company employee. Madeline Gauthier dit Verville is also the great
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granddaughter of Daniel-Joseph Amiot dit Villeneuve and Marie Domitilde
Kapiouapnokoue or Oukabe. (See Volume 7) Madeline’s children were all called
half breeds.

This series is a revision of the series “First Metis Families of Quebec”. Included in
this revision will be witnessed events and notes for baptisms, marriages, burials,
employment history, censuses. There are no significant additions to this edition.
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