
The Voice of America: Unleashing the Power
of Information to Shape Global Perspectives

From its humble beginnings to its current status as a global media juggernaut,
The Voice of America (VOA) has played a pivotal role in shaping global
perspectives and promoting democracy around the world. With a reach spanning
236 million people in 47 different languages, VOA continues to provide accurate
and unbiased news and information to audiences who may otherwise struggle to
access reliable sources.

A Brief History

VOA was established in 1942 under the Office of War Information, with the aim of
countering Nazi propaganda during World War II. Initially, VOA broadcasted in
just three languages: English, German, and Italian. Over time, it expanded its
coverage to include various languages spoken around the world, embracing
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cultural diversity and aiming to strengthen ties between the United States and
other nations.

The Voice of America: Lowell Thomas and the
Invention of 20th-Century Journalism
by Mitchell Stephens (Kindle Edition)

4.4 out of 5
Language : English
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
X-Ray : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
File size : 52769 KB
Screen Reader : Supported
Print length : 337 pages

The early years of VOA saw broadcasters and journalists working tirelessly to
overcome technological limitations and censorship threats. It was a time when
radio was the primary medium, and VOA utilized shortwave technology to reach
far-flung corners of the world. Despite facing numerous challenges, VOA
emerged as a powerful voice championing the freedom of information.

The Evolution and Expansion of VOA

In the following decades, VOA evolved alongside advances in technology and
changing media landscapes. The of satellite television and the internet opened up
new avenues for VOA to expand its reach and engage with a broader audience. It
diversified its content to include radio, television, and digital platforms, ensuring
accessibility across multiple mediums.
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VOA's multilingual approach also gained traction during this time, enabling it to
tailor its content to specific regions and demographics. This customization
allowed VOA to not only deliver the news but also cater to the cultural, social, and
political nuances of different regions, making it a trusted source of information for
millions around the world.

Unbiased Reporting: The Core of VOA's Success

One of the key reasons behind VOA's enduring popularity is its commitment to
unbiased reporting. In a world rife with misinformation and biased news sources,
VOA stands out as a beacon of truth. It adheres to a strict code of journalistic
integrity, ensuring that its reporting remains free from any political or commercial
influence.

VOA's journalists undergo rigorous training and uphold the principles of accuracy,
fairness, and objectivity in their reporting. They strive to present multiple
perspectives on complex global issues, allowing audiences to form their opinions
based on well-rounded information. This emphasis on credible reporting has
earned VOA widespread respect and credibility.

Promoting Democracy and Human Rights

Beyond providing news and information, VOA has been at the forefront of
promoting democracy and human rights worldwide. It serves as a platform for
marginalized voices, empowering individuals and communities to speak out
against oppression and advocate for positive change.

A notable example of VOA's impact is its coverage of events such as the fall of
the Berlin Wall and the Arab Spring. Its comprehensive reporting offered insightful
analysis and gave voice to those fighting for democratic ideals. The ripple effect



of VOA's coverage helped shape public opinion, contributing to significant
societal and political transformations.

VOA's Digital Revolution and Global Outreach

The rise of the internet and social media has provided new opportunities for VOA
to amplify its message and engage with audiences. VOA's digital platform brings
together a global community, fostering dialogue and facilitating connections
between people from diverse backgrounds and viewpoints. Its social media
presence, podcasts, and mobile applications allow audiences to access news and
stories on the go, further expanding VOA's influence.

As VOA navigates the digital age, it understands the importance of adapting to
changing consumption patterns. Its multimedia approach ensures that VOA's
content is accessible and engaging, catering to the evolving preferences of its
audience.

Continuing the Legacy and Facing Challenges

While VOA's impact has been substantial, it is not immune to challenges. The
growing prevalence of disinformation and government restrictions on media pose
significant obstacles. However, VOA remains steadfast in its mission to provide
reliable news and information, employing innovative strategies to counteract
misinformation and maintain a strong presence globally.

VOA's commitment to its ideals, as seen throughout its remarkable history,
reaffirms the vital role it plays in shaping the world's perception. In an era marked
by divisions and polarizing narratives, VOA continues to foster understanding,
dialogue, and the pursuit of truth.



In a world where information is often weaponized or manipulated, The Voice of
America stands as a beacon of integrity and impartiality. Through its extensive
reach, dedication to unbiased reporting, and commitment to promoting
democracy, VOA has shaped global perspectives and empowered individuals
across nations. As it embraces digital innovation and confronts unprecedented
challenges, VOA remains steadfast in its mission to provide accurate and reliable
news, ensuring that the voice of truth continues to resonate worldwide.
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**WINNER, Sperber Prize 2018, for the best biography of a journalist**

The first and definitive biography of an audacious adventurer—the most famous
journalist of his time—who more than anyone invented contemporary journalism.

Tom Brokaw says: "Lowell Thomas so deserves this lively account of his
legendary life. He was a man for all seasons."
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“Mitchell Stephens’s The Voice of America is a first-rate and much-needed
biography of the great Lowell Thomas. Nobody can properly understand
broadcast journalism without reading Stephens’s riveting account of this larger-
than-life globetrotting radio legend.” —Douglas Brinkley, Professor of History at
Rice University and author of Cronkite

Few Americans today recognize his name, but Lowell Thomas was as well known
in his time as any American journalist ever has been. Raised in a Colorado gold-
rush town, Thomas covered crimes and scandals for local then Chicago
newspapers. He began lecturing on Alaska, after spending eight days in Alaska.
Then he assigned himself to report on World War I and returned with an
exclusive: the story of “Lawrence of Arabia.”

In 1930, Lowell Thomas began delivering America’s initial radio newscast. His
was the trusted voice that kept Americans abreast of world events in turbulent
decades – his face familiar, too, as the narrator of the most popular newsreels.
His contemporaries were also dazzled by his life. In a prime-time special after
Thomas died in 1981, Walter Cronkite said that Thomas had “crammed a couple
of centuries worth of living” into his eighty-nine years. Thomas delighted in
entering “forbidden” countries—Tibet, for example, where he met the teenaged
Dalai Lama. The Explorers Club has named its building, its awards, and its
annual dinner after him.

Journalists in the last decades of the twentieth century—including Cronkite and
Tom Brokaw—acknowledged a profound debt to Thomas. Though they may not
know it, journalists today too are following a path he blazed. In The Voice of
America, Mitchell Stephens offers a hugely entertaining, sometimes critical
portrait of this larger than life figure.
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