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When it comes to gripping narratives that leave a lasting impact, few books can
rival "The War That Saved My Life". Authored by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley, this
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award-winning novel takes readers on a heart-wrenching journey set against the
backdrop of World War II. With a combination of rich storytelling, compelling
characters, and a deeply moving plot, it is no wonder that this book has
captivated readers of all ages.

Insight into the Storyline
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"The War That Saved My Life" introduces us to Ada, a young girl who has spent
her entire life confined to a London apartment due to her abusive mother's shame
and embarrassment towards her clubfoot. When World War II breaks out and the
children of London are being evacuated to the countryside, Ada manages to
escape her mother's watchful eye and accompanies her younger brother, Jamie,
on this life-altering journey.

This poignant tale weaves through Ada's experiences as she navigates a new
world filled with kindness, love, and hardships. Bradley effortlessly portrays the
challenges Ada faces in overcoming her physical and emotional scars, while also
delving into the themes of family bonds, resilience, and the power of friendship.
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The Impact and Recognition

First published in 2015, "The War That Saved My Life" has received widespread
acclaim from critics and readers alike. The novel received numerous accolades,
including the Newbery Honor and the Schneider Family Book Award. It was also
a New York Times bestseller, solidifying its place as a beloved piece of literature
within the young adult genre.

A Tale of Courage and Resilience

One of the most striking aspects of this book is the way it explores the themes of
courage and resilience amidst the horrors of war. Ada's journey from a life of
neglect and abuse to one of love and self-discovery is beautifully depicted.
Readers cannot help but be emotionally invested in her story as they witness her
transformation from a timid, broken-spirited girl to a brave and independent young
woman.

The book also highlights the resilience and strength that can be found in
unexpected friendships. Ada forms a deep bond with Susan, the woman who
reluctantly takes them in, and slowly begins to learn not only how to trust others
but how to believe in herself. Through Susan's steady guidance and unwavering
support, Ada is able to confront her past and confront the challenges that lie
ahead.

A Historical Landscape as the Canvas

Set against the backdrop of World War II, the novel gives readers a unique
perspective of the time period. The atmosphere of fear and uncertainty that
permeates throughout the story provides a stark contrast to the growth and
resilience demonstrated by the characters. Bradley skillfully captures the



historical nuances, allowing readers to gain insight into the era's challenges and
the significance of personal strength in overcoming adversity.

An Empowering and Heartfelt Adventure

"The War That Saved My Life" is a literary masterpiece that leaves an indelible
mark on its readers. It tackles difficult themes with grace and sensitivity, teaching
invaluable lessons about resilience, the power of love, and the strength to
overcome even the darkest of circumstances.

This emotional rollercoaster keeps readers engrossed from the first page to the
last, making it nearly impossible to put down. As Ada's story unfolds, readers find
themselves rooting for her, celebrating her triumphs, and mourning her losses.

"The War That Saved My Life" is a must-read for anyone looking for a powerful
and unforgettable reading experience. Through its compelling storyline, authentic
characters, and thought-provoking themes, it shines a light on the human spirit's
ability to triumph over adversity. Kimberly Brubaker Bradley's remarkable novel
reminds us all that sometimes, the greatest battles are fought within oneself.
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* Newbery Honor Book
* #1 New York Times Bestseller
* Winner of the Schneider Family Book Award 
* Wall Street Journal Best Children's Books of the Year
* New York Public Library's 100 Books for Reading and Sharing 

An exceptionally moving story of triumph against all odds set during World War II,
from the acclaimed author of Fighting Words, and for fans of Fish in a
Tree and Number the Stars.
 
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too
humiliated by Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother
Jamie is shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—
she sneaks out to join him.
 
So begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is
forced to take the two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to
read, and watches for German spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan
begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will their bond be enough to hold
them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother fall back into the
cruel hands of their mother?
 
This masterful work of historical fiction is equal parts adventure and a moving tale
of family and identity—a classic in the making.
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"Achingly lovely...Nuanced and emotionally acute."—The Wall Street Journal
"Unforgettable...unflinching."—Common Sense Media  “Brisk and
honest...Cause for celebration.” —Kirkus, starred review
 "Poignant."—Publishers Weekly, starred review
 "Powerful."—The Horn Book, starred review
"Affecting."—Booklist"Emotionally satisfying...[A] page-turner."—
BCCB“Exquisitely written...Heart-lifting.” —SLJ"Astounding...This book is
remarkable."—Karen Cushman, author The Midwife's Apprentice"Beautifully
told."—Patricia MacLachlan, author of Sarah, Plain and Tall"I read this novel in
two big gulps."—Gary D. Schmidt, author of Okay for Now"I love Ada's bold
heart...Her story's riveting."—Sheila Turnage, author of Three Times Lucky
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