
The World's Favorite Sommelier: A
Fascinating Journey through Life and Wines
When it comes to the world of fine wines, one name stands above the rest – the
esteemed sommelier, John Madison. Renowned for his impeccable palate,
refined taste, and encyclopedic knowledge of wines from around the world,
Madison has captivated wine enthusiasts and connoisseurs alike with his
fascinating journey through life and his deep understanding of the art of
winemaking.

From his humble beginnings to his rise as one of the most sought-after
sommeliers in the world, Madison's passion and dedication to wine have shaped
his remarkable career. Growing up in a small town in France, he was exposed to
the nuances of wine from an early age. His parents, both passionate wine
enthusiasts, instilled in him a love for the elixir of the gods.

Madison's journey began when he enrolled in a prestigious wine school in
Bordeaux. Under the tutelage of renowned wine experts, he honed his sensory
skills, learning to distinguish the subtlest differences in taste and aroma, setting
the stage for his future success as a sommelier.
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However, Madison's journey wasn't all smooth sailing. He faced numerous
challenges along the way, including setbacks in his career and personal life. But it
was during these challenging periods that Madison's resilience and determination
shone through.

After years of relentless hard work and perseverance, Madison's talent was finally
recognized, and he secured a position at one of the world's finest restaurants, Le
Monde. Here, he had the opportunity to curate an extraordinary wine collection
and showcase his expertise to an international audience. Madison's knack for
choosing the perfect wine to complement every dish elevated him to the status of
a sommelier legend.

Madison's unique approach to the world of wine has made him a favorite among
patrons and critics alike. He believes that the true art of a sommelier lies not only
in the ability to identify exceptional wines but also in understanding the stories
behind every bottle.

Madison's ability to listen and connect with his patrons enables him to find the
perfect wine that will evoke emotions and create unforgettable memories. He
understands that wine is more than just a beverage; it is an experience that
transports people to different times and places.

One of Madison's most notable achievements is his emphasis on sustainability
and organic winemaking. Recognizing the impact of climate change and the need
to preserve our planet for future generations, he has actively sought out
winemakers who share his vision of producing exceptional wines while prioritizing
environmentally-friendly practices.
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Madison's relentless pursuit of knowledge has taken him to every corner of the
globe, sampling wines from renowned vineyards in France, Italy, Spain, and
beyond. His deep-seated passion for wine has led him to discover hidden gems
in lesser-known regions, unearthing unique and exquisite flavors that have
captured the hearts of wine enthusiasts worldwide.

As a sommelier, Madison understands that wine is a constantly evolving art form.
He stays at the forefront of the industry by attending international wine
conferences and collaborating with renowned winemakers. This commitment to
continuous learning allows him to continually enhance his palate and expand his
knowledge, ensuring that he can provide his patrons with the finest wine
experience.

The Finest Selections from Madison's Favorite Vineyards

Through his journey, Madison has discovered some of the world's most
exceptional wines. Here are just a few of his favorites:

1. Château Margaux, Bordeaux, France: Known for producing some of the
world's finest red wines, Château Margaux is a staple in Madison's collection. The
winemaker's commitment to tradition and excellence is reflected in every bottle,
making it one of Madison's top recommendations when it comes to Bordeaux
blends.

2. Sassicaia, Tuscany, Italy: This iconic wine from the Bolgheri region is a
personal favorite of Madison's. With its rich flavors of black currants, leather, and
spices, Sassicaia never fails to impress, making it a must-try for wine
connoisseurs worldwide.

3. Bodegas Vega Sicilia, Ribera del Duero, Spain: Madison's love for Spanish
wines led him to discover Bodegas Vega Sicilia. Renowned for their complexity



and aging potential, their flagship wine, "Unico," is a testament to the exceptional
craftsmanship of Spanish winemaking.

4. Penfolds Grange, Barossa Valley, Australia: As an advocate for discovering
wines from unconventional regions, Madison has fallen in love with Penfolds
Grange. This Australian icon showcases the unique terroir of Barossa Valley,
producing bold and full-bodied wines that stand the test of time.

John Madison's journey through life and wines is an inspiring story of passion,
resilience, and the pursuit of excellence. From his humble beginnings in France
to becoming the world's favorite sommelier, Madison's commitment to wine and
his unwavering quest for knowledge have made him an icon in the industry.

His ability to connect wine enthusiasts with exceptional wines, his emphasis on
sustainability, and his continuous quest for innovation have made him a cherished
figure among wine lovers worldwide.

So, the next time you raise a glass of fine wine, take a moment to appreciate the
artistry and dedication that went into crafting that perfect bottle. And if you ever
have the opportunity to experience John Madison's curated wine selection,
consider yourself fortunate, for his wines offer more than just a taste; they offer a
glimpse into the life and passion of the world's favorite sommelier.
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This the memoir of Gerard Basset, OBE, the greatest wine professional of his
generation.

A school dropout, Gerard had to come to England to discover his passion. He
threw himself into learning everything he could about wine, immersing himself in
the world of Michelin star restaurants and beginning the steep climb to the top of
the career ladder.

Tasting Victory charts his business successes: co-founding and selling the
innovative Hotel du Vin chain and founding, with his wife Nina, the much-loved
Hotel TerraVina. It recounts in detail just how he managed to earn his
unprecedented sequence of qualifications; Gerard is the first and only individual
to hold the famously difficult Master of Wine qualification simultaneously with that
of Master Sommelier and MBA in Wine Business.

But it is his pursuit of the most important award of all that forms the core of this
book – how, at his seventh attempt, and after a training regime that would shame
most Olympic athletes, the fifty-three-year-old Gerard Basset was finally crowned
the Best Sommelier of the World, and acknowledged as the greatest sommelier
of his generation.

Gerard's memoir is not only the story of how a champion is made, but also a
record of how fine dining and hospitality changed in England, going from stale
and unexciting to the world-leading sector it is today. Above all, it’s a book about
succeeding against great odds: in typical fashion it was when he was diagnosed
with cancer of the oesophagus that Gerard responded by deciding to write
Tasting Victory, which he completed shortly before his death in January 2019.
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