
Time To Look Back: Reflecting on Our Past to
Shape Our Future

As the year draws to a close, it's natural for us to take a moment to reflect on the
past. Reflection allows us to evaluate our experiences, make sense of our
successes and failures, and ultimately shape our future. As the old saying goes,
"You can't know where you're going until you know where you've been." It's time
to look back and embark on a journey of self-discovery.

Why Reflecting Is Important

Looking back at the events, decisions, and milestones that have shaped our lives
is crucial for personal and professional growth. When we take the time to reflect,
we can gain valuable insights into ourselves and our experiences.
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Reflection provides us with the opportunity to celebrate our achievements, learn
from our mistakes, and identify patterns or trends that have influenced our lives. It
allows us to understand our values, priorities, and aspirations, and provides us
with a roadmap for the future.

By reflecting on our past, we can identify areas where we can improve and set
realistic goals for the future. It's a chance for us to learn from our past actions and
make informed decisions moving forward.

The Power of Self-Awareness

One of the most significant benefits of reflecting on the past is the development of
self-awareness. Understanding who we are, what we want, and what drives us is
instrumental in leading a fulfilling life.

Self-awareness allows us to identify our strengths and weaknesses, enabling us
to leverage our talents and work on areas that may require improvement. It also
enhances our relationships by enabling us to better understand and empathize
with others.
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Reflecting on our past experiences helps us connect the dots and gain a deeper
understanding of why certain events occurred and how they have impacted our
lives. It enables us to identify recurring patterns or behaviors that may be holding
us back from reaching our full potential.

Moreover, self-awareness fosters a sense of gratitude and appreciation for the
journey we have traveled so far. It reminds us of the challenges we have
overcome, the lessons we have learned, and the growth we have experienced
along the way.

Practicing Reflection

Reflection is not a one-size-fits-all process. There are several methods
individuals can employ to engage in introspection and delve into their past. Here
are a few techniques to consider:

Journaling:

Keeping a journal is a powerful tool for reflection. By writing down our thoughts,
experiences, and emotions, we can gain clarity and deeper insights into
ourselves. Regularly reviewing our journal entries allows us to track our progress
and identify areas where we can make positive changes.

Meditation:

Mindfulness meditation provides an opportunity to quiet the mind and focus on
our thoughts and feelings without judgment. It allows us to observe our
experiences objectively and gain a deeper understanding of ourselves.

Conversations:

Talking to trusted friends, family members, or mentors can offer valuable
perspectives on our past experiences. Others may have observed patterns or



behaviors that we were unaware of, opening our eyes to new insights about
ourselves.

Creating a Life Timeline:

Mapping out significant events and milestones from our past can provide a visual
representation of our journey. It allows us to connect the dots, identify turning
points, and recognize the impact of certain events or decisions.

Shaping Our Future

Now that we have taken the time to reflect on our past, it's crucial to leverage our
newfound knowledge to shape our future. Here are some steps to consider:

Setting Goals:

Based on our reflections, we can set realistic and attainable goals for the future.
Whether they are personal or professional, having a clear vision of what we want
to achieve allows us to take proactive steps towards success.

Focusing on Personal Growth:

Identifying areas where we can improve is essential for personal growth. It could
involve acquiring new skills, shifting our mindset, or letting go of negative habits
that no longer serve us.

Cultivating Positive Habits:

Reflecting on the past can shed light on behaviors that have contributed to our
successes. By cultivating positive habits, we increase our chances of achieving
our goals and living a fulfilling life.

Embracing Change:



Reflection often leads to a better understanding of what we want, what we need,
and what truly makes us happy. Embracing change becomes easier when we
have a clear vision of our values and priorities.

The Journey Ahead

Looking back and reflecting on our past experiences should not be seen as
dwelling on the past. Instead, it should be viewed as an opportunity to learn,
grow, and shape our future. It's a chance for us to celebrate our achievements,
learn from our mistakes, and make educated decisions moving forward.

So, as we bid farewell to this year and welcome the new one, let's take the time
to look back, appreciate our journey, and embrace the unlimited possibilities that
lie ahead. Remember, time spent reflecting is time invested in our personal and
professional growth.
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The current international media coverage of immigrants risking their lives to
emigrate to a free country makes my personal story meaningful, educational, and
relevant.  A cruise to Cuba during the Christmas holidays of 2018 brought me
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back to my childhood when my family was being forced to adapt to a communist
revolution.  Then came the disappointment of a failed citizens revolt that
attempted to return the country to a democracy, the subsequent raid by armed
soldiers of my family's home and the eventual arrest of my father without
cause.  These were only a few of the events that forced my family to plan our
exodus to the United States.

At the age of 8, I was sent to the U.S. alone with my brother under a program
coordinated by the Catholic Charites and the U.S. State Department. Operation
Pedro Pan is the largest mass exodus of children in the Western Hemisphere. We
were welcomed to a new homeland by a network of generous religious
organizations, corporations, private citizens, and a country that had empathy for
families seeking asylum from restricted and dangerous societies. I had to live in
numerous locations including a regretful stay in an orphanage for troubled young
boys from broken families who could not be placed in foster homes.  While I was
still separated from my family, I experienced the horrors of a close encounter with
nuclear war.

My book combines my experience in Cuba during the cruise, my recollections as
a child, and how political events and decisions made by the Cuban, U.S. and
Soviet Union governments during that time changed the course of history and
affected my family directly.  I wrote this book because history is important and
should have a significant place in our education system.  Without it, we have no
platform from which to leap ahead. I wrote this book because new generations
should have access to roads others have paved in the past that perhaps have
made life just a bit better for everyone.  I wrote this book in hopes that readers
take what they can, continue to build their own path and distance themselves
from mistakes of the past.
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