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Everyone has a hero, someone they look up to and admire. For me, that hero is
my Nonno, my Italian grandfather who displayed remarkable courage and
resilience during World War II. His extraordinary true life story is one that
deserves to be shared and celebrated.



Born in a small town in Italy in 1918, my Nonno led a modest life before
immigrating to the United States at a young age. Little did he know that he would
be thrust into one of the most significant conflicts in history.
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Enlisting in the Military

With his unwavering patriotism and sense of duty, my Nonno eagerly enlisted in
the American military shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor. He was determined
to contribute his skills and protect the freedoms he had come to cherish as an
American citizen.

Deployed to Europe as part of the Allied forces, my Nonno served with distinction
and valor. He fought alongside his fellow soldiers, braving perilous conditions and
risking his life for the cause of liberty.

Acts of Heroism

Throughout his service, my Nonno displayed acts of heroism that are truly awe-
inspiring. One particular incident stands out vividly in my mind, as it illustrates his
exceptional courage and selflessness.

During a fierce battle, my Nonno and his squad found themselves trapped and
outnumbered. With bullets whizzing by and explosions rattling the ground
beneath them, many would have succumbed to fear. Yet, my Nonno remained
resolute.
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A Sacrifice for Freedom

In a valiant effort to save his comrades, my Nonno made the split-second
decision to draw the enemy's attention away from his fellow soldiers. He
deliberately exposed himself to enemy fire, diverting their focus and allowing his
allies to regroup and escape safely.

The sacrifice my Nonno made that day was immeasurable. He sustained severe
injuries but managed to survive and later reunite with his unit. His selfless act
undoubtedly saved the lives of many of his fellow soldiers.

A Legacy of Honor

My Nonno's bravery during WWII did not go unnoticed. He was awarded several
commendations for his valor and leadership, including the prestigious Purple
Heart.

After the war, my Nonno returned to civilian life, but his experiences in the military
had a lasting impact on him. He remained humble about his achievements and
rarely spoke about his wartime heroics.

It is through the stories shared by my family and the few recorded interviews he
gave that I have come to know the true extent of his bravery. Each story paints a
picture of a man dedicated to defending freedom and standing up for what he
believed in.

A Life Worth Celebrating

As I reflect on the life of my Nonno, I cannot help but feel an overwhelming sense
of pride and admiration. He exemplified the very best of what it means to be a
hero and an American.



His legacy serves as a reminder to us all that ordinary people can accomplish
extraordinary things when they face adversity with courage and resilience.

So, here's to my Nonno, an inspiring WWII hero who embodied the true spirit of
bravery and selflessness. His story will forever be etched in my heart, and I hope
it continues to inspire generations to come.
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Gather 'round as Stephen 'Tebers' Swidarski tells his granddaughter the
harrowing story of his time in WWII in America's favorite children's book, The
Bearded Marvel. Tebers, a grateful and hard working family man, was held as a
prisoner of war for 14 months before he returned home to America. The book is
intended to inspire the American patriot inside all of us! Each page beautifully
illustrated to teach the valuable lesson of gratitude and honor for our America!
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