
"Uncovering the Tragic Brilliance: Aureng
Zebe - A Masterpiece by John Dryden"
Aureng Zebe, a remarkable tragedy written by the renowned English playwright
John Dryden, captures the essence of royal politics, power struggles, and tragic
consequences. With its intricate plot, rich language, and compelling characters,
this play remains a timeless piece of literature that continues to captivate readers
and theater-goers alike.

Inspired by the Mughal Empire, Aureng Zebe explores themes of ambition, love,
betrayal, and the relentless pursuit of power. Set in the court of Emperor
Aurangzeb, Dryden's tragic masterpiece delves into the lives of the emperor's
sons, their rivalry, and the consequences of their actions.

The Plot of Aureng Zebe

The play revolves around Aureng Zebe, the rightful heir to his father's throne, as
he seeks to confront and overthrow his aging father, Emperor Aurangzeb. With
his brothers, Arimant and Morat, also harboring ambitions for the throne, the
stage is set for a dramatic power struggle within the royal family.
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As the story unfolds, Aureng Zebe finds himself torn between his love for Barsine,
a noblewoman, and his loyalty to his father. Amidst political intrigue, secret
alliances, and personal dilemmas, Dryden masterfully weaves a tale of complex
emotions and moral dilemmas.

The tragic ending leaves the audience pondering the consequences of power-
hungry decisions and the devastating effects they have on individuals and society
as a whole.

Language and Style

John Dryden's command over language and poetic expression shines through in
Aureng Zebe. His use of iambic pentameter and rich imagery elevates the play to
a level of literary brilliance. The characters' dialogues are filled with wit, passion,
and profound insights about human nature.

In addition to its poetic elements, the play also contains elements of political
comedy, reflecting Dryden's satirical style. These moments of humor provide
relief amidst the intense emotions and tragic events, further adding to the
complexity of the play.

Character Analysis

The characters in Aureng Zebe are intricately developed, each representing
different facets of human nature. Aureng Zebe, the protagonist, portrays ambition
and determination, yet struggles with the consequences of his actions.

Barsine, the woman caught between love and loyalty, showcases emotional
turmoil and resilience. Her internal conflict humanizes her character and adds
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depth to the narrative.

The antagonist, Emperor Aurangzeb, with his complex motivations and
authoritative persona, serves as a symbol of absolute power. His relationship with
his sons and his stubbornness in defending his throne create a sense of tension
and tragedy.

Theater Adaptations and Cultural Significance

Aureng Zebe has been adapted and performed on numerous occasions, both in
contemporary and classical theater. Its timeless themes, nuanced characters, and
engaging plot make it a popular choice for directors and actors seeking to present
a captivating tragedy on stage.

The play's exploration of political power, loyalty, and personal desires draws
parallels with modern-day society, allowing audiences to reflect on the
consequences of their own actions and ambitions.

In

Aureng Zebe, a tragic masterpiece by John Dryden, continues to enthrall
audiences centuries after its initial publication. Its exploration of power, politics,
and the human condition resonates with readers and theater-goers alike.

Dryden's masterful use of language, compelling characters, and intricate plot
make Aureng Zebe a timeless piece of literature that deserves recognition and
appreciation. Its themes of ambition, love, and betrayal transcend time and
continue to be relevant in today's society.

Whether you are a lover of classical theater or a literature enthusiast, Aureng
Zebe offers a captivating journey that will leave you enthralled by the complexities
of human nature and the tragic consequences of our actions.
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John Dryden was born on August 9th, 1631 in the village rectory of Aldwincle
near Thrapston in Northamptonshire. As a boy Dryden lived in the nearby village
of Titchmarsh, Northamptonshire. In 1644 he was sent to Westminster School as
a King's Scholar. Dryden obtained his BA in 1654, graduating top of the list for
Trinity College, Cambridge that year. Returning to London during The
Protectorate, Dryden now obtained work with Cromwell's Secretary of State, John
Thurloe. At Cromwell's funeral on 23 November 1658 Dryden was in the company
of the Puritan poets John Milton and Andrew Marvell. The setting was to be a sea
change in English history. From Republic to Monarchy and from one set of lauded
poets to what would soon become the Age of Dryden. The start began later that
year when Dryden published the first of his great poems, Heroic Stanzas (1658),
a eulogy on Cromwell's death. With the Restoration of the Monarchy in 1660
Dryden celebrated in verse with Astraea Redux, an authentic royalist panegyric.
With the re-opening of the theatres after the Puritan ban, Dryden began to also
write plays. His first play, The Wild Gallant, appeared in 1663 but was not
successful. From 1668 on he was contracted to produce three plays a year for
the King's Company, in which he became a shareholder. During the 1660s and
'70s, theatrical writing was his main source of income. In 1667, he published

FREE

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcDJPd2RLaFFKNEp6c2NGbndXZXRzQ05LSUxUNjBRbTFMK01heW1aem9aY2ZkNHRaajhlaEt3UVFTcDBoRWpnSmQ4MmF3Mi9FUjNMVnFYU1RjQmFDeEdnPT0=:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcDJPd2RLaFFKNEp6c2NGbndXZXRzQ05LSUxUNjBRbTFMK01heW1aem9aY2ZkNHRaajhlaEt3UVFTcDBoRWpnSmQ4MmF3Mi9FUjNMVnFYU1RjQmFDeEdnPT0=:f4.pdf
http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcDJPd2RLaFFKNEp6c2NGbndXZXRzQ05LSUxUNjBRbTFMK01heW1aem9aY2ZkNHRaajhlaEt3UVFTcDBoRWpnSmQ4MmF3Mi9FUjNMVnFYU1RjQmFDeEdnPT0=:f4.pdf


Annus Mirabilis, a lengthy historical poem which described the English defeat of
the Dutch naval fleet and the Great Fire of London in 1666. It established him as
the pre-eminent poet of his generation, and was crucial in his attaining the posts
of Poet Laureate (1668) and then historiographer royal (1670). This was truly the
Age of Dryden, he was the foremost English Literary figure in Poetry, Plays,
translations and other forms. In 1694 he began work on what would be his most
ambitious and defining work as translator, The Works of Virgil (1697), which was
published by subscription. It was a national event. John Dryden died on May
12th, 1700, and was initially buried in St. Anne's cemetery in Soho, before being
exhumed and reburied in Westminster Abbey ten days later.
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