
Understanding Clarence Thomas: The
Jurisprudence Of Constitutional Restoration

Clarence Thomas, a prominent figure in the United States Supreme Court, has
often been a subject of intrigue and curiosity. His unique approach to interpreting
the Constitution has made him a controversial yet influential justice. In this article,
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we delve into the jurisprudence of Clarence Thomas and explore his philosophy
of constitutional restoration.

The Early Life of Clarence Thomas

Before delving into his jurisprudence, it is crucial to understand the early life of
Clarence Thomas. Born on June 23, 1948, in Pin Point, Georgia, Thomas faced
numerous challenges as an African-American growing up in a racially segregated
society. These early struggles would shape his perspective on race-related issues
later in his career.
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Understanding Constitutional Restoration

Constitutional restoration is a central theme in Clarence Thomas's jurisprudence.
He is known for his belief in the original intent of the framers of the Constitution.
Thomas argues that the Constitution should be interpreted as it was understood
by the Founding Fathers at the time of its drafting.
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Thomas firmly believes that the Court has strayed from the original meaning of
the Constitution, often favoring an activist approach to interpretation. According to
Thomas, this departure from the framers' intent has led to an erosion of individual
liberties and an expansion of the federal government's power.

His approach to constitutional restoration has drawn both praise and criticism.
Critics argue that a strict adherence to originalism could hinder progress and fail
to address the evolving needs of a modern society. However, supporters maintain
that Thomas's jurisprudence is a necessary check against judicial activism and
promotes a limited government.

The Impact of Clarence Thomas's Jurisprudence

Clarence Thomas's jurisprudence has undoubtedly left a lasting impact on the
Supreme Court and American society. His consistent approach to constitutional
interpretation, guided by originalism, has led to a shift in the Court's overall
philosophy. Thomas's dissents have often presented a compelling alternative
viewpoint, challenging his colleagues' decisions and calling for a return to the
Constitution's original intent.
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Understanding Clarence Thomas's jurisprudence of constitutional restoration
gives us valuable insights into the complexities of interpreting the Constitution.
His unwavering commitment to originalism has paved the way for meaningful
debates and discussions regarding the role of the Supreme Court and the
fundamental principles upon which the United States was built.

While critics may disagree with Thomas's approach, his impactful dissents and
writings have contributed to shaping the future trajectory of constitutional law.



Clarence Thomas's legacy as a Supreme Court justice will continue to be the
focus of analysis and debate for years to come.
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Though Clarence Thomas has been a Supreme Court Justice for nearly 25 years
and has written close to five hundred opinions, legal scholars and pundits have
given him short shrift, often, in fact, dismissing him as a narrow partisan, a silent
presence on the bench, an enemy of his race, a tool of Antonin Scalia. And yet,
as this book makes clear, few justices of the Supreme Court have developed as
clear and consistent a constitutional jurisprudence as Thomas. Also little known
but apparent in Ralph A. Rossum's detailed assessment of the justice's
jurisprudence is how profound Thomas's impact has been in certain areas of
constitutional law—not only on the bench but also even among some of his
erstwhile disparaging critics.

During his years on the Court, Thomas has pursued an original general meaning
approach to constitutional interpretation; he has been unswayed by claims of
precedent—by the gradual build-up of interpretations that, to his mind, come to
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distort the original meaning of the constitutional provision in question, leading to
muddled decisions and contradictory s. In a close reading of Thomas's hundreds
of well-crafted, extensively researched, and passionately argued majority,
concurring, and dissenting opinions, Rossum explores how the justice applies this
original meaning approach to questions of constitutional structure as they relate
to federalism; substantive rights found in the First Amendment's religion and free
speech and press clauses, the Second Amendment's right to keep and bear
arms, the Fifth Amendment's restrictions on the taking of private property, and the
Fourteenth Amendment regarding abortion rights; and various criminal procedural
provisions found in the Ex Post Facto Clauses and the Bill of Rights.

Thomas grounds his original general meaning approach in the Declaration of
Independence and its "self evident" truth that "all men are created equal"; that
truth, he insists, "preced[es] and underl[ies] the Constitution." Understanding
Clarence Thomas traces the many consequences that, for Thomas, flow from the
centrality of that "self evident" truth, and how these shape his opinions in cases
concerning desegregation, racial preference, and voting rights.

The most thorough explication ever given of the jurisprudence of this prolific but
little-understood justice, this work offers a unique opportunity to grasp not just the
meaning of Clarence Thomas's opinions but their significance for the Supreme
Court and constitutional interpretation in our day.
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