
Unforgettable Encounters In Yellowstone: The
Nez Perce Summer Of 1877

The year was 1877, and tensions were running high between the United States
government and the Nez Perce tribe. This summer would mark a crucial chapter
in the history of both the Yellowstone National Park and the Nez Perce people. As
the Nez Perce sought freedom and protection within the park's boundaries, their
encounters in Yellowstone would become legendary, forever etching their story
into the fabric of the American West.

The Nez Perce Tribe

The Nez Perce, a proud and resilient Native American tribe, had long inhabited
the Pacific Northwest region of the United States. With a rich heritage and deep
connection to the land, they had thrived for centuries, living in harmony with
nature. But as settlers encroached upon their traditional territories, tensions
escalated.

In 1855, the Nez Perce signed a treaty with the United States government,
establishing a reservation in their ancestral lands. However, the discovery of gold
in these lands and subsequent encroachment by miners and settlers led to further
conflicts and broken promises.
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The Journey Begins

By the summer of 1877, Chief Joseph and his Nez Perce band found themselves
facing eviction from their lands once again. Determined to protect their people
and preserve their way of life, they embarked on a treacherous journey towards
Canada, where they hoped to find refuge among the Sioux.

The Nez Perce travelled across rugged mountains, dense forests, and vast
prairies. Their journey led them to the pristine wilderness of Yellowstone National
Park, a place largely unexplored and untouched by the government and settlers.
It was in this seemingly untouched paradise that their encounter with the park and
its wonders began.

Yellowstone: A Sanctuary of Solitude

The Nez Perce found solace and sustenance in the vast expanses of
Yellowstone. The park's abundant wildlife provided them with food, while its lush
landscapes offered shelter and a much-needed respite from their arduous
journey.

As they wandered through the park's geothermal wonders, the Nez Perce
marveled at the erupting geysers, towering waterfalls, and bubbling hot springs.
They respected the power of the land and its delicate ecosystem, understanding
its importance and sacredness.

Encounters With Wildlife
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While in Yellowstone, the Nez Perce encountered a remarkable array of wildlife.
The park's diverse ecosystem was teeming with bison, elk, wolves, and grizzly
bears. These encounters with wildlife provided the tribe with a sense of awe and
reverence for the natural world.

They observed the bison as they roamed freely across the grasslands, their
imposing presence a testament to the untamed spirit of the American West. The
sight of a grizzly bear fishing in a crystal-clear river filled them with both caution
and admiration.

Human Connections

During their time in Yellowstone, the Nez Perce also encountered a few non-
indigenous people, who were either explorers or potential threats. One such
meeting was with the famous naturalist John Muir. Muir, in awe of the Nez
Perce's deep connection to the land, documented their encounters and shared
their stories with the world.

Another significant interaction occurred when the Nez Perce rescued two
stranded explorers who had lost their way. This act of compassion and unity
demonstrated the tribe's resilience in the face of adversity and highlighted the
strength of human connections across cultures and backgrounds.

Legacy and Preservation

The summer of 1877 left an indelible mark on both the Nez Perce tribe and
Yellowstone National Park. While the Nez Perce's journey ended tragically at the
Battle of Bear Paw, their struggles and encounters in Yellowstone became a
symbol of their fight for freedom and their determination to protect their heritage.



In the years following the Nez Perce's journey, Yellowstone underwent significant
changes. It was officially designated as the first national park in 1872, preserving
its unique landscapes and wildlife for future generations. Today, Yellowstone
remains a sanctuary of solitude and a testament to the enduring spirit of the Nez
Perce and the early pioneers of conservation.

A Lasting Encounter

The summer of 1877 was a pivotal moment in the history of Yellowstone National
Park and the Nez Perce tribe. The encounters between the Nez Perce and
Yellowstone's vast wilderness left an indelible impact on both, shaping the future
of the park and preserving the memory of the tribe's struggle for freedom.

As we explore the wonders of Yellowstone today, we stand among the echoes of
the past, forever connected to those who came before us. The Nez Perce's
summer of 1877 reminds us of the power of resilience and the importance of
protecting our natural treasures for generations to come.
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On August 23, 1877, a scout named Jack Bean watched 600 Nez Perce Indians
head into the new Yellowstone National Park. Bean rushed 60 miles to the
nearest telegraph office to tell the army where the Indians were going. He didn’t
take time to warn tourists who were visiting the park that was then a roadless
wilderness. The Indians flight for freedom is a touchstone of the history of the
American West, so most people know about their 1,200-mile running battle with
the army that ended just forty miles from the Canadian border and freedom.
However few know the stories of the confrontations between the Nez Perce and
park tourists. Encounters in Yellowstone tells about those thrilling adventures:
Emma Cowan’s watching Indians shoot her husband in the head and then taking
her captive; Andrew Weikert’s blazing gun battles when he tries to rescue friends
missing after an Indian attack, and George Cowan’s six-mile crawl to get help
after he was shot three times and left for dead. The book tells these and other
true stories with all the detail and drama of fiction.
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