Unlocking the Psychological Depths: What
Does The Protagonist Want?

As avid readers and movie enthusiasts, we often find ourselves pondering the
motivations and desires of the characters we encounter. In particular, we are
captivated by the protagonist, the driving force behind the narrative. But what

exactly does the protagonist want?

Join us on a journey of introspection and analysis as we delve deep into the
psychological depths of the protagonist's desires. Through careful examination
and exploration, we aim to unravel the mysteries surrounding their goals and

aspirations, shedding light on their innermost longings.

Understanding the Protagonist

Before we embark on our analysis, it is essential to grasp the concept of a
protagonist fully. The protagonist is the central character, the focal point of the
story, whose actions and decisions drive the plot forward. They often face

challenges and obstacles that shape their journey, culminating in a resolution.
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While some protagonists may appear straightforward in their desires, others may
exhibit layers of complexity. It is this intricate web of thoughts and emotions that

we seek to unravel, shedding light on their true motivations.

Deconstructing the Longing

At the core of every protagonist lies a deep-seated longing, a desire that propels
them forward on their journey. This longing is the catalyst for their actions and the

crux around which the plot revolves. But what is it that they truly want?

Is it love? Success? Power? Redemption? The possibilities are endless, and it is
in the discovery of these desires that we truly understand the essence of the

protagonist.

An In-Depth Analysis of Desires

Love: Love is a universal desire that often drives protagonists in their quests.
Whether it be romantic love, familial love, or even self-love, the longing for a deep

connection can shape a character's motivations and actions.

Success: Ambition and the aspiration for achievement can fuel a protagonist's
desires. Whether it is climbing the corporate ladder, winning a competition, or
proving oneself, the hunger for success can propel the character into

unpredictable situations.

Power: Power is another common desire that captivates protagonists. The thirst
for control and influence can become a character's primary driving force, leading

to morally ambiguous choices and unexpected consequences.
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Redemption: A desire for redemption often arises from past mistakes or a sense
of guilt. Protagonists on a path to redemption seek forgiveness or to right the
wrongs they have committed, driving the narrative through their personal quests

for atonement.

The Importance of Inner Conflict

Protagonists seldom pursue their desires without encountering obstacles along
the way. These challenges, both internal and external, give rise to inner conflict,

adding depth and complexity to their character.

Internal conflict stems from the inherent contradictions within the protagonist's
desires, leading to a struggle between opposing forces within themselves. This
dichotomy can create tension, driving the narrative and offering insights into their

psychology.

External conflict, on the other hand, arises from the protagonist's interaction with
their environment, the challenges they face, and the antagonistic forces they
encounter. These obstacles further intensify the protagonist's longing and offer an

opportunity for growth and transformation throughout the story.

Interpreting the Protagonist's Journey

As we delve deeper into the protagonist's desires and the conflicts they face, we
gain a richer understanding of their journey. The evolution and resolution of their
longing are often pivotal points in the narrative, determining the outcome and

leaving a lasting impact on the audience.

Through careful interpretation, we can uncover the underlying themes and

messages woven into the protagonist's story. Their desires may serve as



metaphors for broader societal or existential contemplations, providing us with

insights into the human condition.

The Impact on the Audience

By unraveling the essence of what the protagonist wants, we provide the
audience with an intellectual and emotional journey. Understanding the motives
behind the character's actions allows for a more profound connection and

engagement with the story.

As we empathize with the protagonist's desires and witness their struggles, we
reflect upon our own aspirations and conflicts. This resonance creates a shared
experience, sparking conversations and personal introspection long after the

story concludes.

The analysis of what the protagonist wants is not a mere exercise in literary or
cinematic criticism. It is a journey into the depths of human desires, a quest to
uncover the motivations that drive us all. By understanding the protagonist's
longings, we gain a deeper comprehension of ourselves and the intricate

complexities that make us human.

So, the next time you find yourself immersed in a gripping story, take a moment to
ponder the protagonist's desires. What is it that they truly want? And in doing so,

you may just unlock the secret to your own longings.
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Every possible aspect of Stanley Kubrick's films has been scrutinized by film

scholars, except one: the screenplays that form the basis of them. Close analysis

of the screenplays, examining, simply, what the characters say and do, reveal yet

another level to this filmmaker's art. A must for any serious film enthusiast.
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