
Unveiling the Dutch Family History: A Journey
Before, During, and After Internment in the
Japanese Camps
The dark period during World War II left an indelible mark on countless families,
including the Dutch community. This article aims to uncover the fascinating tales
of Dutch families before, during, and after their internment in the Japanese
camps, shedding light on their struggles, resilience, and eventual triumph.

: Origin and Early Life

Many Dutch families had established a life in the Dutch East Indies, present-day
Indonesia, prior to the outbreak of World War II. They were part of the colonial
society that thrived economically, contributing to the region's growth.

These families were involved in various industries, including trade, agriculture,
and civil service. Their lives were intricately woven into the Indonesian society,
yet their heritage and cultural roots remained deeply tied to the Netherlands.
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Before the dark days of internment, Dutch families enjoyed a prosperous lifestyle
in the Dutch East Indies, often living in luxurious mansions surrounded by
beautiful gardens. They formed close-knit communities and had access to
prestigious clubs, schools, and healthcare facilities.

The Onset of World War II and Internment

The eruption of World War II in the Pacific had dire consequences for the Dutch
families in the Dutch East Indies. The Japanese military swiftly seized control of
the region, leading to their internment in various camps.

Thousands of Dutch men, women, and children were uprooted from their homes
and forced into crowded and unsanitary camps. The separation from their
luxurious lifestyle into an environment plagued by disease, malnutrition, and
harsh treatment was a traumatic experience.

The interned families faced immense challenges in the camps. They had to adapt
to the harsh living conditions, rely on meager rations, and endure physical and
emotional hardships. Nevertheless, they managed to find solace in each other,
forming strong bonds within the camp communities.

Life in the Japanese Camps: Struggles and Resilience

Life in the Japanese camps was characterized by constant fear, uncertainty, and
desperation. Families faced the constant threat of disease outbreaks, limited
access to basic necessities, and the merciless treatment by the Japanese
captors.
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Despite these challenges, Dutch families exhibited remarkable resilience. They
established makeshift schools, implemented community support systems, and
found creative ways to maintain their cultural and educational practices.

Through the darkest of times, these families found solace in their shared
experiences and supported each other emotionally and physically. Their
unfathomable strength allowed them to endure the unimaginable and hold onto
their hope for a brighter future.

Aftermath: Rebuilding Lives and Finding Closure

Following the end of World War II, the Dutch families were finally liberated from
the camps. However, their return to normalcy was far from easy.

The aftermath of internment and the journey toward rebuilding their lives
presented its own challenges. Families had to cope with the loss of loved ones,
reclaim lost properties, and reintegrate into a society that had undergone
significant changes during their absence.

Despite the hardships, the resilience of Dutch families shone through as they
navigated the complex process of healing and rebuilding. Many sought closure
through documenting their experiences, supporting each other, and preserving
their heritage through storytelling and memorialization.

Preserving the Legacy

Today, the legacy of Dutch families and their internment in the Japanese camps
remains an important part of World War II history. Numerous organizations and
individuals work tirelessly to document, preserve, and share these untold stories
to educate future generations and prevent the repetition of such atrocities.



The resilience and determination exhibited by the Dutch families during
internment serve as a testament to the strength of the human spirit. Their stories
demonstrate the power of unity, compassion, and hope in overcoming even the
darkest of times.

As we continue to reflect on the history of Dutch families before, during, and after
internment in the Japanese camps, we honor their strength and acknowledge the
immense sacrifices they made. Their legacy serves as a constant reminder of the
enduring power of the human spirit in the face of adversity.
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Evil does exist, but the spirit of survival and striving to overcome evil in every
possible way to go on to live full, rich lives is stronger.

World War 2 had a lasting impact on many people, including my family. My
parents, their siblings, and my grandparents were all incarcerated in Japanese
POW or Women & Children’s or Men’s camps in the Dutch East Indies. Much
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about the atrocities they faced during their years of incarceration has been
overlooked by historians.

This book reveals their stories. And this book reveals how their incredible spirits
and resilience and strength overcame the worst of adversities. They triumphed
during a time of great upheaval.

Read Robert Alexander Doorenbos’s LIFE AND HARD TIMES, Dr. Johan Willem
Alexander Doorenbos’s THE GREAT TURNING POINT, and see the incredible
portraits and drawings created during their incarceration by Henriette Marie
Doorenbos in this first edition of TRIUMPH OVER ADVERSITY.
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