Unveiling The Enigma: Ask The Impossible
Poems

I ASK THE IMPOSSIBLE

T ask the impossible: love me forever.

Love me when all desire is gone.

Love me with the single-mindedness of a monk.
When the world in its entirety,

and all that you hold sacred, advise you

against it: love me still more.

When rage fills you and has no name: love me.

When each step from your daor to your job tires you—
love me; and from job to home again.

Love me when you're bored—

When every woman you see is more beautiful than the last,
or more pathetic, love me as you always have:

not as admirer or judge, but with

the compassion you save for yourself

in your solitude.

Love me as you relish your loneliness,

the anticipation of your death,

mysteries of the flesh, as it tears and mends.

Love me as your most treasured childhood memory—
and if there is none to recall—

imagine one, place me there with you.

Love me withered as you loved me new.

Love me as if [ were forever—
and I will make the impossible

a simple act,

by loving you, loving you as I do.

ANA CASTILLO

A

Have you ever come across a poem that left you pondering its every word,
desperately trying to unravel its hidden meaning? Some poems possess an
enigmatic quality that challenges our intellect and imagination. They push the

boundaries of traditional poetic structure, daring us to ask the impossible. In this
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article, we will explore the captivating world of enigmatic poems that leave us

enchanted and inspired.

The Art of Enigma

Enigmatic poetry is a genre that captivates both poets and readers alike. It defies
conventional thinking and embraces ambiguity, creating an aura of mystery and
intrigue. These poems often incorporate intricate symbolism, allusions, and
layered metaphorical language, beckoning the reader to embark on a journey of

interpretation and personal discovery.
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One renowned enigmatic poet is Emily Dickinson. Her poems, steeped in
ambiguity, explore themes of life, death, and the complexity of human emotions.

Consider her famous poem:

“I'm Nobody! Who are you?
Are you Nobody too?
Then there's a pair of us - don't tell!

They'd banish us, you know.”
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This short verse, seemingly simplistic, evokes a sense of mystery by challenging
the reader's perception of reality and identity. Dickinson's deliberate choice of
words encourages introspection and invites interpretations from multiple

perspectives.

The Power of Interpretation

An enigmatic poem's true essence lies in its inherent subjectivity. Each reader
brings their unique experiences and worldview to the table, creating diverse
interpretations that reflect their emotional and intellectual landscapes. It is this

open-endedness that makes enigmatic poetry so captivating.

One example of an enigmatic poem that has puzzled readers for generations is
"The Raven" by Edgar Allan Poe. This hauntingly beautiful piece, first published
in 1845, explores the narrator's descent into madness following the death of his
beloved Lenore. The mysterious raven that perches upon a bust within the

narrator's chamber becomes a symbol of his grief and torment.

Poe's vivid imagery and rhythmic cadence evoke a chilling atmosphere that
leaves readers entranced yet bewildered. The poem's enigma lies not only in its
supernatural elements but also in the ambiguous nature of the narrator's
hallucinations. No definitive answers are provided, allowing each reader to form

their unique understanding of the poem's hidden meanings.

The Unanswerable Questions

Many enigmatic poems revolve around unanswerable questions, challenging the
readers to contemplate the incomprehensible and embrace uncertainty. These

poetic conundrums force us to confront life's mysteries and provoke introspection.

A notable example of such a poem is "The Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost:



“Two roads diverged in a wood, and |—
| took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”

Although widely celebrated as an inspirational poem, "The Road Not Taken"
presents an intriguing enigma. Frost's ambiguous ending raises questions about
the choices we make in life and their true consequences. The poem compels us
to reflect on the unexplored paths we encounter and the uncertain outcomes they

may hold.

Unlocking the Enigma

Unraveling the mysteries behind enigmatic poems is a stimulating endeavor. It
encourages us to think beyond the surface, to delve into the profound depths of
language and symbolism. The act of deciphering these literary enigmas cultivates

our analytical skills and expands our imaginative faculties.

When encountering an enigmatic poem, don't shy away from the challenge.
Embrace the opportunity to engage with the unknown and allow your
interpretation to take flight. Explore the symbolism, dissect the metaphors, and

listen to the echoes that resonate within.

A poem's true beauty lies in its ability to transcend boundaries, ignite our
imagination, and spark conversations that bridge the gap between different
perspectives. By immersing ourselves in the enigmatic realm of poetry, we

uncover a world where the impossible can be asked.
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Fans of We Rise, We Resist, We Raise Our Voices will love meeting fourteen
young activists who have stepped up to make change in their community and the
United States.

Mari Copeny demanded clean water in Flint. Jazz Jennings insisted, as a
transgirl, on playing soccer with the girls' team. From Viridiana Sanchez Santos's
quinceanera demonstration against anti-immigrant policy to Zach Wahls's moving
declaration that his two moms and he were a family like any other, No Voice Too
Small celebrates the young people who know how to be the change they seek.
Fourteen poems honor these young activists. Featuring poems by Lesléa
Newman, Traci Sorell, and Nikki Grimes. Additional text goes into detail about

each youth activist's life and how readers can get involved.
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