
Unveiling the Essence of Postdramatic
Theatre with Hans Thies Lehmann

Over the centuries, theatrical performances have cherished the art of storytelling
through dramatic narratives. However, with the advent of the 20th century, a
transformation in the landscape of theatre emerged, giving birth to an avant-
garde form known as postdramatic theatre. At the forefront of this theatrical
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revolution stands Hans Thies Lehmann, an influential scholar who has
extensively explored and demystified the essence of this genre.

Understanding the Postdramatic: Breaking the Chains of Traditional
Drama

Postdramatic theatre, as coined by Lehmann, represents a shift in focus from
narrative–driven content to aesthetic elements such as physicality, visual images,
and conceptual ideas. In this theatrical paradigm, storytelling takes a backseat,
allowing the performers and the audience to actively engage in a dialogue that
transcends linear narratives.
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Unlike traditional drama, postdramatic performances redefine the boundaries of
theatrical conventions, embracing experimental structures, fragmentary
narratives, and non-linear plotlines. As Lehmann asserts, this form of theatre
seeks to blur the lines between audience and performer, challenging traditional
notions of spectatorship.
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Hans Thies Lehmann, a German theatre scholar, critic, and playwright, has
played a seminal role in unveiling the intricacies of postdramatic theatre. Through
his profound research and writings, Lehmann has offered a comprehensive
framework to understand and analyze this contemporary theatrical form.

In his seminal work, "Postdramatic Theatre," Lehmann explores the historical
evolution of theatre, tracing the roots of postdramatic elements to the
experiments conducted by avant-garde theatre practitioners in the early 20th
century. He elucidates how the genres of performance art, dance, and visual arts
have influenced the emergence of postdramatic theatre, consequentially
redefining the role of the spectator.

Lehmann also discusses the concept of permeable theatre, where traditional
boundaries between the stage and the audience disintegrate, creating a shared
space for exploration. This aspect allows the audience members to actively
participate in the creation of meaning, blurring the distinction between performers
and spectators.
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The Postdramatic Landscape: Theatre Beyond Words

One of the remarkable characteristics of postdramatic theatre lies in its ability to
communicate beyond language. In contrast to traditional drama, which heavily
relies on dialogue, postdramatic performances embrace a wide array of non-
verbal communication tools. Symbolism, physicality, gestures, music, and spatial
arrangements become the primary means of expression, enabling the performers
to connect with the audience on a visceral level.

This artistic shift reflects the societal changes and the cultural diversity of the
contemporary world. Postdramatic theatre transcends linguistic and cultural
barriers, opening doors to a universal language accessible to audiences from
various backgrounds and experiences.
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Postdramatic Theatre Today: Intersections with Technology and
Other Art Forms

The digital era has brought new possibilities and challenges to the world of
theatre, often intersecting with the postdramatic form. With advancements in
technology, theatre practitioners have explored incorporating multimedia
elements and interactive digital interfaces into their performances.

Moreover, there has been a growing trend of collaborations between theatre
artists and professionals from other artistic disciplines, such as visual arts, music,
and digital media. This interdisciplinary approach enriches the postdramatic
landscape, offering endless possibilities for unique and immersive theatrical
experiences.

Embracing the Postdramatic Revolution: The Future of Theatre

Postdramatic theatre, with its groundbreaking approach, challenges the
preconceived notions of what theatre should be. As audiences seek novel and
immersive experiences, this form of theatre continues to evolve and reshape the
boundaries of the performing arts.

With the guidance of visionaries like Hans Thies Lehmann, postdramatic theatre
has the potential to become a transformative force in contemporary society. It
invites us to question, engage, and transcend the limits of traditional storytelling,
creating a space for new narratives and individual interpretations.

Hans Thies Lehmann's exploration of postdramatic theatre offers a
comprehensive understanding of this avant-garde theatrical form. It liberates the
performing arts from the constraints of linear narratives and traditional
conventions, ushering in a new era of experimentation, interactivity, and multi-
sensorial experiences.



Embracing postdramatic theatre means embracing the unknown, dancing with
uncertainty, and experiencing the power of aesthetic expressions that transcend
words. It is an invitation to reimagine the theatre of tomorrow and celebrate the
boundless possibilities of artistic creation.

Keywords: postdramatic theatre, Hans Thies Lehmann, contemporary
performances, avant-garde theatre, theatrical revolution, theatre scholar,
postdramatic elements, artistic expression, experimental structures, multi-
sensorial experiences.
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Newly adapted for the Anglophone reader, this is an excellent translation of Hans-
Thies Lehmann’s groundbreaking study of the new theatre forms that have
developed since the late 1960s, which has become a key reference point in
international discussions of contemporary theatre.

In looking at the developments since the late 1960s, Lehmann considers them in
relation to dramatic theory and theatre history, as an inventive response to the
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emergence of new technologies, and as an historical shift from a text-based
culture to a new media age of image and sound.

Engaging with theoreticians of 'drama' from Aristotle and Brecht, to Barthes and
Schechner, the book analyzes the work of recent experimental theatre
practitioners such as Robert Wilson, Tadeusz Kantor, Heiner Müller, the Wooster
Group, Needcompany and Societas Raffaello Sanzio.

Illustrated by a wealth of practical examples, and with an by Karen Jürs-Munby
providing useful theoretical and artistic contexts for the book, Postdramatic
Theatre is an historical survey expertly combined with a unique theoretical
approach which guides the reader through this new theatre landscape.
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