
We Came To America: A Journey through
Faith Ringgold's Art
When one thinks of influential and groundbreaking artists, Faith Ringgold quickly
comes to mind. With her bold and dynamic artworks, Ringgold has been a force
to reckon with in the art world for decades. One of her most renowned
masterpieces is the stunning creation titled "We Came To America." In this article,
we will embark on a journey to explore the profound narrative behind this artwork,
delve into the symbolism hidden within, and appreciate the impact it has had on
viewers and society as a whole.

The Story Behind "We Came To America"

"We Came To America" is a visually captivating piece of art that tells an important
story about the diverse cultural heritage of America. Faith Ringgold, an African-
American artist, created this artwork as a tribute to the countless immigrants who
arrived on American shores seeking a better life. Through this artwork, Ringgold
explores the struggles, aspirations, and resilience of these immigrants and their
impact on shaping the nation.

The painting portrays a large ship resembling the Mayflower, carrying people from
various ethnic backgrounds, symbolizing the rich tapestry of America's
population. Ringgold showcases immigrants from Africa, Asia, Europe, and the
Americas, highlighting their unique appearances and traditional attire. The
colorful and vibrant clothing worn by each figure represents their cultural heritage
and adds a sense of celebration to the artwork.
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The Symbolism Within

Every element in "We Came To America" is laden with symbolic significance. The
ship, often seen as a symbol of hope and new beginnings, represents the journey
that immigrants undertook to reach American soil. The individuals on board
represent the different waves of immigration that have shaped the nation
throughout its history.

The use of color in Ringgold's artwork is particularly noteworthy. Each figure is
depicted in vibrant hues that not only enhance the visual appeal but also
symbolize the diversity of culture and experiences that immigrants bring to
America. The clothing, hairstyles, and accessories further emphasize their unique
identities and the pride they take in preserving their heritage.

Furthermore, the waves beneath the ship serve as a reminder of the ups and
downs faced by immigrants on their journey. From facing discrimination and
prejudice to finding opportunities and success, the waves represent the
challenges and triumphs experienced by those who came to America in search of
a better life.

The Impact on Viewers
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"We Came To America" has had a profound impact on viewers, evoking a range
of emotions and inspiring conversations about the importance of multiculturalism
and unity. The artwork encourages viewers to appreciate and honor the
contributions of immigrants in shaping the American society we know today.

By representing individuals from various backgrounds, Faith Ringgold challenges
stereotypes and fosters empathy and understanding. The painting serves as a
visual reminder that America's strength lies in its diversity and ability to embrace
different perspectives, cultures, and traditions.

Collectors and museums worldwide have been captivated by the power and
resonance of "We Came To America." Its inclusion in exhibitions and art
publications has further solidified Ringgold's status as a significant artist whose
works continue to impact generations.

Faith Ringgold's "We Came To America" is a masterpiece that not only
commemorates the journeys made by immigrants but also celebrates the diverse
fabric of American society. Through her exceptional talent and artistic vision,
Ringgold reminds us of the importance of embracing multiculturalism, empathy,
and unity. This artwork serves as a testament to the resilience, courage, and
contributions of those who arrived on America's shores in search of a better
future.

Keywords: We Came To America, Faith Ringgold, art, immigrant, cultural heritage

We Came to America by Faith Ringgold (Kindle Edition)
4.7 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 55374 KB
Print length : 32 pages
Screen Reader : Supported

http://epilogueepic.com/file/UlpFNnFHVDArbE03RGZpRm5HZ1ordDBBdjlacXdNSlVTT0tGV1JPUGE1NFE3c1FXalN3cmg5SUJ5YjdoYnpOcDhXSHpDaUpDMG8wNmlVc0pUcWtmY2x3SlV2djJ5VHZxYlAwLysxcWR5UGlnbzcrclg2K0czZE1pQkxpZ3RSc0QxeStsbjIrOFQrUWRSOWxsNy9GSUx3PT0=:f4.pdf


A timely and beautiful look at America’s rich history of diversity, from Faith
Ringgold, the Coretta Scott King and Caldecot Honor winning creator of Tar
Beach 
From the Native Americans who first called this land their home, to the millions of
people who have flocked to its shores ever since, America is a country rich in
diversity. Some of our ancestors were driven by dreams and hope. Others came
in chains, or were escaping poverty or persecution. No matter what brought them
here, each person embodied a unique gift—their art and music, their
determination and grit, their stories and their culture. And together they forever
shaped the country we all call home.
 
Vividly expressed in Faith Ringgold’s sumptuous colors and patterns, We Came
to America is an ode to every American who came before us, and a tribute to
each child who will carry its proud message of diversity into our nation’s future. 
 
PRAISE FOR WE CAME TO AMERICA: “As Americans wrestle with the moral
and legal aspects of immigration, Ringgold offers a reminder of the country’s
multifaceted lineage—and of the beauty to be discovered at cultural
crossroads…. The simplicity of Ringgold’s text, combined with the captivating
designs, makes this a compelling, must-have narrative for a wide audience.”      
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      –School Library Journal, starred review
 
 
“Using a broad brush and folk style familiar from her story quilts, Ringgold
pictures families of diverse heritage… her powerful voice emphasizes unity and
mutual appreciation.”                –Publishers Weekly 
“[A] timely look at the diverse makeup and backgrounds of the American
people.”    –Booklist
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