
When The Cherry Blossoms Fell: A Winter to
Remember in Baseball
Every year, as winter slowly transitions into spring, Japan anxiously awaits the
arrival of its most beloved symbol of the season - the cherry blossoms. These
delicate pink flowers cover the country in a vibrant blanket, captivating both locals
and visitors alike. However, in the winter of 2012, something extraordinary
happened that led to a unique fusion of two Japanese passions: cherry blossoms
and baseball. This is the story of when the cherry blossoms fell, transforming
baseball fields into breathtaking works of art, and forever etching this winter in the
memories of all who witnessed it.

A Unique Winter Phenomenon

Cherry blossoms, also known as sakura, typically bloom in the spring, carpeting
parks and gardens in a sea of pink petals. People gather underneath these
blooming trees to celebrate Hanami, a centuries-old tradition of enjoying the
transient beauty of the sakura. However, in the winter of 2012, an unexpected
cold snap descended upon Japan, causing the cherry blossoms to bloom
prematurely, months before their usual season. It was an event rarely seen, as
sakura are known to be delicate and vulnerable to frost. Nonetheless, this
unprecedented occurrence quickly captured the imagination of the nation.
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The Transformation of Baseball Fields

Baseball holds a special place in Japanese culture; it is considered the national
sport, deeply cherished by fans of all ages. When the news broke that the cherry
blossoms had bloomed during the winter, baseball lovers across Japan saw an
opportunity to combine their adoration for the sport with their love for the sakura.
Baseball fields, traditionally filled with grass and dirt, were now adorned with a
breathtaking layer of cherry blossom petals. The sight was nothing short of
surreal, turning ordinary ball games into mesmerizing spectacles that delighted
players and spectators alike.

A Winter Wonderland on the Diamond

As news of this extraordinary phenomenon spread, baseball fans from every
corner of the country flocked to witness this once-in-a-lifetime event. Crowds
gathered around the baseball fields, their gasps of awe mingling with the crack of
the bat and the cheers of the crowd. The players themselves were awe-inspired,
their eyes sparkling as they stepped onto a field transformed into a winter
wonderland. The normally green grass had disappeared beneath a delicate layer
of pink petals, creating a magical ambiance that elevated the game to new
heights.
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The cherry blossoms didn't just add visual beauty to the game; their presence
affected the players in unexpected ways. Hitters found themselves more focused,
the sight of petals swirling around them sharpening their concentration. Pitchers,
on the other hand, were challenged by the distraction of petals falling mid-pitch,
adding an extra layer of difficulty to their game. The outfielders found themselves
almost entranced as the falling blossoms danced around them, blurring the line
between reality and fantasy. It was a wholly unique experience for everyone
involved, one that left an indelible mark on the hearts of those who participated.

A Reminder of the Transience of Beauty

The cherry blossoms, despite their enchanting allure, are fleeting. Within days of
their early bloom, the sakura withered away, leaving the baseball fields bare once
again. But their impact on the game and the people who witnessed it will never
fade. This unexpected winter of cherry blossoms brought Japan together,
reminding everyone of the transience of beauty and the importance of cherishing
each moment.

Looking Back

Six years have passed since that remarkable winter, and Japan has not
witnessed a similar occurrence since. However, the memories of when the cherry
blossoms fell and transformed baseball fields into ethereal landscapes will forever
remain in the hearts of those fortunate enough to witness it. The fusion of two
beloved Japanese traditions - cherry blossoms and baseball - created a winter to
remember, reminding everyone of the magic that can arise when unexpected
forces collide.

The Legacy Lives On



Baseball games held in the springtime are now inseparable from cherry blossoms
in the minds of many Japanese baseball enthusiasts. Even though the
coincidence of a winter bloom may be rare, the spirit of that unforgettable season
lives on. As players step onto the field during spring, they will forever carry the
memory of the cherry blossoms falling, and the remarkable winter when baseball
and sakura merged into a breathtaking union.
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This special bundle contains all of Jennifer Maruno’s Cherry Blossom novels
about the internment of Japanese-Canadians, viewed through the eyes of nine-
year-old Michiko Minagawa.
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Includes:

When the Cherry Blossoms Fell
Nine-year-old Michiko bids her father goodbye. She doesn’t know the government
has ordered all Japanese-born men out of the province. Ten days later, her family
joins hundreds of Japanese-Canadians on a train to the interior of B.C. She must
face local prejudice, the worst winter in forty years, and her first Christmas
without her father.

Cherry Blossom Winter
After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, ten-year-old Michiko’s family’s possessions
are confiscated and they are sent to a small community. After a former Asahi
baseball star becomes her new teacher, life gets better. Baseball fever hits town,
and when Michiko challenges the adults to a game with her class, the whole town
turns out.

Cherry Blossom Baseball — NEW!
After her family is forced to move by Canada’s racist wartime policies, Michiko is
the only Japanese kid at school. One nice thing is that she’s a hit at the local
baseball tryouts. There’s just one problem: everyone thinks she’s a boy. What is
she to do when they find her out — do as she’s told and quit, or pitch like never
before?

“Maruno brings to life this tragic part of Canadian history while showing that,
among the poverty and loss experienced by the internees, strong communities



were still able to grow.”
— Quill & Quire
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