Who Was Nellie Bly?

Nellie Bly, the intrepid journalist and trailblazer, is celebrated for her remarkable
achievements during a time when women faced numerous obstacles to success.
Born Elizabeth Cochran Seaman on May 5, 1864, in Cochran's Mills,
Pennsylvania, Nellie Bly would go on to become one of the most influential

figures in the field of investigative reporting.
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The Early Years

Growing up in a large family, Nellie Bly displayed a keen interest in writing from
an early age. Her passion for storytelling led her to become a columnist for the
Pittsburgh Dispatch. However, it was her daring undercover work that garnered

her widespread acclaim and catapulted her into the limelight.
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A Fearless Pioneer

Bly's groundbreaking journalism began when she feigned insanity to expose the
terrible conditions and abuse inside the Women's Lunatic Asylum on Blackwell's
Island. This undercover investigation, detailed in her sensational 1887 book "Ten
Days in a Mad-House," shed light on the mistreatment of patients and sparked

widespread outrage and reform efforts.

Inspired by Jules Verne's novel "Around the World in Eighty Days," Nellie Bly set
out to eclipse the fictional journey in 1889. Undertaking a solo trip, she traversed
the globe in just 72 days, shattering records along the way. Her daring adventure
captured the imagination of people worldwide, securing her place in history as a

fearless pioneer.
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A Voice for the Voiceless

Nellie Bly was a fierce advocate for social justice, dedicating her career to giving
a voice to those who were often marginalized and unheard. She focused her
attention on fighting for the rights of women, workers, and the poor. Her
unwavering commitment to exposing injustices brought about significant changes

in society and inspired future generations of reporters.

A Legacy Remembered

Throughout her lifetime, Nellie Bly made an indelible mark on journalism, setting
new standards for investigative reporting and breaking down barriers for women
in the field. Her determination and fearlessness continue to inspire journalists and

activists worldwide.

Nellie Bly's contributions to journalism were recognized posthumously when she
was inducted into the National Women's Hall of Fame in 1998. Her legacy lives
on through her groundbreaking work and serves as a reminder of the power of

journalism to bring about change.
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Get ready to journey around the world with Nellie Bly--one of America's first

investigative journalists.

Elizabeth Cochrane Seaman had no idea that the open letter she'd written to a

local newspaper in Pittsburgh in 1885 would change her life forever. The editor of
the paper was so impressed with her writing, that he offered her a job! She'd later
change her name to Nellie Bly and work as an investigative reporter in New York

City.

Known for her extraordinary and record-breaking trip around the world and her
undercover investigation of a mental institution, Nellie Bly was one of the first

female investigative reporters in the United States and a pioneer in the field of

journalism.
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