
Witnessing The Armenian Genocide:
Survivors' Memoirs Unveiled by the Zoryan
Institute
Amid the annals of human history, few events can match the sheer horror and
magnitude of the Armenian Genocide, an organized campaign of extermination
that unfolded during World War I. As we delve into the depths of this dark chapter,
one organization stands out for its commitment to preserving the memories of the
survivors and shedding light on the atrocities committed. The Zoryan Institute,
through its remarkable collection of survivors' memoirs, provides a haunting and
authentic account of the Armenian Genocide like no other.



The Armenian Genocide: A Forgotten Holocaust

In the midst of the chaos of World War I, the Ottoman Empire systematically
exterminated its Armenian population. The genocide took place between 1915
and 1923, claiming the lives of 1.5 million Armenians and leaving countless
others displaced, traumatized, and their culture irrevocably damaged.
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For decades, the world turned a blind eye to this atrocity, and the genocide was
buried in the depths of history books. However, in recent years, efforts to
acknowledge and commemorate the Armenian Genocide have gained
momentum, prompting organizations like the Zoryan Institute to step forward.

Zoryan Institute: A Beacon of Hope

The Zoryan Institute, established in 1982, is an internationally recognized
research institute dedicated to promoting scholarship and public understanding of
contemporary Armenian diaspora and genocide studies. At the core of the
institute's mission is the preservation and dissemination of the untold stories of
Armenian survivors.

Through tireless efforts, the Zoryan Institute has built an impressive collection of
survivors' memoirs, which serve as invaluable historical records. These poignant
and firsthand accounts offer an unrivaled glimpse into the horrors witnessed by
individuals who experienced the Armenian Genocide.
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Witnessing the Atrocities: The Power of Survivor Narratives

The survivors' memoirs archived by the Zoryan Institute provide a chilling insight
into the harsh realities of the Armenian Genocide. These personal testimonies
offer a more nuanced and intimate understanding of the atrocities committed, as
well as the social and psychological impact on the victims.

The memoirs describe in excruciating detail the forced deportations, mass
killings, and systematic attempts to erase Armenian culture. They also shed light
on the resilience and courage displayed by survivors, as they navigate the
treacherous path towards rebuilding their lives in the aftermath of such
unimaginable horror.

Preserving the Legacy: The Importance of Memoir Archiving

The act of preserving survivors' memoirs goes beyond mere documentation. It
ensures that the memories of those who experienced the Armenian Genocide are
not forgotten or distorted. These memoirs allow future generations to connect
with their history and develop a sense of empathy, fostering a collective
commitment to preventing such atrocities from happening again.

Moreover, these memoirs provide historians and scholars with crucial primary
sources, enabling them to conduct in-depth research and contribute to our
understanding of the Armenian Genocide. Through this meticulous
documentation, the Zoryan Institute allows for a more comprehensive exploration
of not only the events themselves but the broader geopolitical context
surrounding them.

Accessible and Educational Resources

The Zoryan Institute recognizes the importance of making these survivors'
memoirs accessible to a wide audience, and thus, they have developed initiatives



such as digitization projects and online portals. These efforts allow individuals
across the globe to engage with this invaluable historical material, transcending
geographical boundaries.

Furthermore, the Zoryan Institute organizes academic conferences, workshops,
and lectures to foster discussion and raise awareness about the Armenian
Genocide. By bringing together scholars, activists, and policymakers, the institute
serves as a hub for generating meaningful dialogue and envisioning a future of
justice and recognition for the victims.

Confronting the Past: The Role of Memoirs in Healing

Through the act of writing and sharing their stories, survivors reclaim their agency
and find solace in the face of unimaginable trauma. The memoirs become
therapeutic tools both for the survivors themselves and for the broader Armenian
community, enabling healing and validation of their experiences.

By reading these memoirs, individuals from all backgrounds can begin to
comprehend the lasting impact of genocide on survivors and their descendants. It
serves as a reminder that the wounds inflicted on communities during such
horrific events do not heal easily. Understanding this shared pain is an important
step towards fostering empathy and promoting healing.

Never Again: The Call for Global Awareness

As we bear witness to the survivors' memoirs collected by the Zoryan Institute, it
becomes evident that awareness is the first step towards preventing future
genocides. By acknowledging and studying the Armenian Genocide, we confront
the darkness that lies within human nature, and we are propelled to create a
more just and inclusive world.



The survivors' memoirs act as a solemn reminder of the consequences of
indifference, denial, and hatred. They reinforce the need for vigilance in the face
of injustice and a commitment to human rights and dignity for all.

A Priceless Legacy

The Zoryan Institute's tireless efforts to preserve the stories of Armenian
Genocide survivors through memoir archiving is an invaluable contribution to the
world. Through the power of these firsthand accounts, we have the opportunity to
learn from history, raise our voices, and ensure that the atrocities witnessed
during the Armenian Genocide are never forgotten.

Let us honor the memory of the victims by listening to their stories, supporting
organizations like the Zoryan Institute, and working collectively towards a future
free from genocide and oppression.
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This dramatic personal narrative is a unique contribution to understanding past
and current events in the Near East. These memoirs of an American Protestant
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clergyman reveal little known aspects of major events in Asia Minor in the early
twentieth century, give valuable insights to their background, and describe pivotal
interrelationships with the western world. Those perceptions are woven into the
story of the author's protracted genocidal experiences. Dispassionately rendered,
Judgment Unto Truth is a call for truth and justice.

In the Hamidian massacres of 1895. Jernazian, a five-year orphan, loses two
brothers. When all the Armenian Protestant clergy of Cilicia are killed in the
Young Turks' "Adana massacre" of 1909, Jernazian answers the call to replenish
the vacant pulpits. In 1915, when the "final solution to the Armenian question" is
in progress, the author, an interpreter of the Turkish government, is in a unique
position to observe the genocidal process. Afterwards, he and his new bride work
to rehabilitate destitute survivors. He serves as liaison and advisor during the
British and French occupations (1919-21). And during the Kemalist revolution
(1921-23), Jernazian loses his remaining family and nearly his own life. Only
through a miraculous escape after twenty-one months in a Turkish prison is he
reunited with his wife, her mother, a daughter, and a son born three months after
his arrest.

An unusual blend of religious idealism and pragmatic politics, his memoirs
provide a singular emotional experience. As Vahakn Dadrian observes in his ,
"This volume is a unique document of historical significanceaThe author presents
comments and interpretations which portray him as an acute observer of intricate
events." The book will appeal to historians of the period, educators, and
professionals with an interest in the use and abuse of state power, and specialists
interested in human behavior in extreme conditions.
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